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Dear SP Owner,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

The April 2021 Newsletter   
I need to express my thanks to an unknown benefactor who has sent me a magnificent flip chart size 
reproduction of the Piccadilly SP featured in last month’s And Finally …..  I do thank you. I will have it framed; 
and will display it on our stand at the NEC Classic Car Show in November. 

Answers came in thick and fast, including from Nigel Matthews of Hagerty itself, over the Hagerty flatbed 
trailered SP as to the identity of car. Its owner, Dale Wright in his own words:-   
“Hi Laurence- yes, that is my SP a year ago last Sunday as it was being AAA'd from a Hagerty clients yard after 
we found a bad front wheel bearing and no replacement available on Sundays. We were on the Hagerty Drivers 
Club Amelia Island or Bust run for our 3rd time. I have owned this my second SP since 1969. The first being 
bought secondhand in1960.”   

It seems Hagerty is becoming more than a brand in the classic car insurance market, as it sweeps up more 
lifestyle involvement under its belts by adding more top concours events to their portfolio. https://
journal.classiccars.com/2021/03/23/hagerty-adds-concours-of-america-to-its-growing-car-events-
portfolio/?utm_source=infusionsoft-
downshift&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ds&inf_contact_key=073b47acc53eb33318275e92bb59

88c9d18a532c4142cb79caf2b269de1401fa  
I recently popped over to Robert Grinter’s to drop off some parts, and saw 440 AXE, to me an iconic SP.  It had 
in its past been owned by Anthony Gibbs, a confirmed petrol head and prolific writer of much including ‘A 
Passion For Cars’ - a copy I bought from WH Smith the newsagent at Liverpool Street station in 1974, in which 
Gibbs testing an SP writes, “I thought I would run it up to 70MPH just to see how things went. So I put my foot 
down. I couldn’t get the needle much further than about 65 MPH. “Steady on,” said Hutchings (the salesman) 
reaching for the door handle. Why doesn’t it do 70?  You’re looking at the rev counter’ and by golly so I was. 
We were nudging 125 MPH.’ 

The following https://www.imcdb.org/v742917.html  has been taken from the Rosmunde Picher1996 film, 
Das Haus Ander Kuste. This 1962 SP is extant and now fittingly owned by a member of the Gibbs family, and 
registered 286 UXT. 

This months ‘whodunit’ is 43 seconds in on this clip, over to our New Zealand friends to help identify the red 
SP as it gets its head down in this clip at 43 secs in- 
https://www.nzonscreen.com/title/new-zealand-grand-prix-1961 

The following is an interesting sales pitch of an SP, note the honesty of the dealer as the speedo doesn’t work- 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oFfhwg8BgBc 

Another iconic SP, this time formerly owned by Quentin Willson for some 40 years-https://
classicandsportscar.ltd.uk/daimler-dart-ex-royal-family-prior-to-42-years-with-prominent-motoring-
journalist/classic-cars-for-sale/51121   

It seems that EVs are being shunned as nostalgia is at the forefront with a number of continuation models from 
the likes of Aston Martin, Jaguar and Ford, as we have a grand name in coachbuilding being woken by a 
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number of leading names in the motoring arena- https://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/cars/article-9376787/
Radford-returns-One-coolest-car-names-Swinging-Sixties-roar-2021.html  

We hope to hold a garden meeting in May or June, depends on the weather/pandemic. I will keep you informed. 

The Goodwood Revival is up and running for 17 to 19 Sept tickets:- https://www.goodwood.com/motorsport/
goodwood-revival/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIprHmieDz7wIVAdtRCh0TJgUZEAAYASAAEgLGK_D_BwE  

Booking is now open for Kop Hill, 25 & 26 Sept  https://www.kophillclimb.org.uk/  the Hertfordshire SP group 
under the leadership of Mike & Hattie Gallagher host a stand. When booking tickets please request that you are 
sited on the club stand.  

For Sale-  Peter Talbot in Kent has a very nice ‘A’ spec up for sale: https://www.carandclassic.co.uk/car/
C1327146  

And Finally………    

The late Duke of Edinburgh takes the wheel of a Royal Daimler as he and the Queen leave Pukekoke on 
their way to Te Kauwhata (NZ – 1953)       

 

      

       

Yours sincerely 

                        Laurence & Ann 
Thought for the day: Suns may rise and set; we, when our short day has closed, must sleep on during 
one  
                                  perpetual night.
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