
   

Dear SP Owner,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 

The next meeting is Wednesday 1st May 

Did you know that the SP played a very minor experimental role in the 1969 London-to-Sydney overland rally? And 
involved Martin Maulding, the son of the then Chancellor of the Exchequer, Reginald Maulding? If not, then read the 
story of The Englishman, The Irishman and the Scotsman- 

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=Ciq6CwAAQBAJ&pg=PA31&lpg=PA31&dq=london+to+sydney-+daimler
+sp250&source=bl&ots=EoGYqaskru&sig=ACfU3U3gcsC9cvfwwZMBlXVncLGEqHZb4Q&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2a
hUKEwi47dS51dnhAhUdTRUIHe_CD10Q6AEwDXoECAoQAQ#v=onepage&q=london%20to%20sydney-
%20daimler%20sp250&f=false 

Read chapter 5 page 29 and on…….. So, the question is who now owns John’s SP?

It seems that we in the Classic Car movement are gaining a few side benefits, in that some hi-tech ANPR cameras are 
failing to pick up our old style number plates. Especially in those car parks ‘which clocks the time and number plate 
details’ where the automatic barriers have been removed. I am aware of a couple of owners who have been using the 
Dartford Crossing without their crossing account being debited with monies due.

Last month, I mentioned that the New Zealand Motoring Magazine Classic Driver had written an exceptional eleven 
page article on the SP – the best coverage to date the ‘Dart’ has ever received.  The NZ Club in the guise of Keith 
Humphries is arranging for a very limited number of copies to be brought over. It is hoped that these will be here for 
the anniversary meeting. If you wish to reserve a copy, then please email me. 

Do you live in the West Midlands/Warwickshire? There is a new venue to showcase your SP. The inaugural meeting 
organised by Mark Kershaw and held at the Wythall Transport Museum attracted 10 Daimlers of which 5 were SPs. It 
is planned to organise other meeting on a regular basis, venues will change, do please get in touch with Mark 
westmids@dloc.co.uk  or Jim Davis jimdavis99@live.co.uk and they will kept you in the loop.

The unexpected ‘heat wave’ over the Easter break saw many garage doors prised open and SPs rushed headlong into 
the sunshine and out onto the highways and byways of the countryside. This brings me on to the when and where for 
the 60th anniversary year. We kick off with a run over to the SPA Classic 17th to 19th May where we have been 
granted a parade lap to commemorate the SP’s anniversary.

If you wish to see the Jaguar Land Rover Historical collection (this is not the Gaydon JDHT Collection), join in with 
the Jaguar Drivers’ Club visit on the 1st June. It’s in the Midlands at Ryton-on-Dunsmore. If you wish to go along I 
will put you in touch.

The climax of the year: first the Dinner at St. John’s Hotel Solihul on the Friday 14th June, might be a place or two 
left and then on Saturday 15th the Rally itself at Ragley Hall – post code B49 5NJ - https://www.ragley.co.uk/ an 
opportunity in itself to see this magnificent house. For those staying at the hotel there is planned a scenic route to 
Ragley. For further details please contact glynovery@talktalk.net 

Having won the NEC Charity trophy at last month’s NEC Restoration dinner, it will be no doubt on display at the 
anniversary rally, but also at the annual classic car festival that Alan Mason together with Tony Cartwright organises at 
Ford’s research facility at Dunton just off the A127. Please come along in your SP and help with the marshalling - it’s a 
most worthwhile way to fund raise for St. Francis Hospice. Alan’s aim is to beat last years’ total of £24,000. This 
year’s event takes place on Sunday 1st September.  https://www.sfh.org.uk/frankies-classic-car-fest
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For all these major events, it’s a logistical nightmare not to clash with each other, so much discussion takes place to 
ensure this does happen.  The major Beaulieu autojumble weekend held on the 7th & 8th September is an adventure in 
itself!   

A week later at The Goodwood Revival meeting there is always a grand display of SPs out and about in the car parks. 
This year’s event being held on the 13th to 15th September, when it’s time to brush the dust of the old school jacket! 
https://www.goodwood.com/motorsport/goodwood-revival/

Michael Gallagher has organised a stand again at this year’s Kop Hill Climb festival on the 21st & 22nd September, 
follow the link to book in.   https://www.kophillclimb.org.uk/ Last time we had a grand display and a great day out.

Modern technology helps in its various forms, such as the website https://daimlersp250dartownersclub.com/  and the 
‘SP250 Facebook’ page run by Dallas Stoodley, both of which have helped in raising the number of unknown knowns 
to 1662. These inch us ever closer to our target of 2,000 surviving SPs.

Tesla continues its headline grabbing news with its falling revenues and the US love affair with the Electric Vehicle 
dwindling.  Most recently a Model S exploding into flames whilst parked in a Shanghai garage. This is most disturbing 
on two fronts as Musk was hoping China was a way out given the falling sales in the US.  Tesla immediately sent 
engineers to see the cause, this being not the first such occasion of such an unexplained explosion. Another most 
disturbing aspect is that the Tesla’s steering system can be tricked and controlled wirelessly by using a game pad! This 
when not connected to the car itself? Mind you, Musk is seeking other ways to increase revenues by venturing into the 
insurance market, this given that Tesla has gathered much driver profile – he needs it or his cars do! 

And finally……

                  Stirling Moss and ‘wingman’ Denis Jenkinson on the Mille Miglia ‘somewhere’ in the Australian outback!

                                    

                            …………. “but Denis, seat belts were an optional extra”  
                                                       

Yours sincerely, 

             Laurence and Ann
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Thought for the day: A celebrity is a person who works hard all their life to become well known, and then wears dark 
glasses to avoid being recognised.
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