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Dear SP Owner,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
  
The next meeting is 6th  February  

John Abel is literary racing on two fronts, the first to get his ex-Duncan Black historic racing SP up to the mark and 
the second  for the Goodwood Members’ meeting in early April. He needs his windscreen frame re-shaped after the 
mishap a few years back when he rolled the SP at the same circuit during a charity fund-raising event. He will then 
complete in the pre-1960 class alongside ACs and the like. The car is currently putting out 180 bhp, he would however 
like to achieve 200 which we know the engine is more than capable. We wish him all success in his endeavours. If you 
are going to the Members’ meeting do pop over and say hello.   

I am pleased to report that the re-vamp SP250 website is up and running……. 

https://daimlersp250dartownersclub.com/  

Stewart Amos and Jo the Geek Fairy have put a great deal of time and effort in not only the sites ‘fresh face’ look but 
also its security aspect. Initially you may need to ‘jump through a few hoops’ until such time that the security aspect is 
nailed. Stewart and Jo, have been major barriers in preventing much unsolicited material gaining access.  There will be 
minor issues no doubt to sort along its journey however; it’s bearing fruit and much praise.  Such as a former employee 
of Reeve & Stedeford the Daimler dealer who has been in touch. He  has been kind enough to share his notebooks of 
SPs coming into their workshops for either the preliminary dealer inspection or subsequent service aspects. An 
interesting side aspect was that Reeve & Stedeford were owned by the Patrick Motors Group and ‘Mr Patrick’s’ own 
SP registered 1 DOL  is still extant in the Patrick Collection :- http://www.patrickcollection.org/  The SP is so original 
it still sits on its first set of cross-ply tyres!     

Now this has, I have written takes time and money, although the ‘Essex SP group’ and a few others have stood their 
ground and help fund the redevelopment, more monies would be a sweetener. To that end a donate ‘paypal’ service 
function has been added – on the pasSPort page and any surplus monies donated to that publication. 

This reminds me the next edition of pasSport is due out in March. Therefore please check your entry for any 
amendments needed and send those to Glyn by the end of this month. 

I must say a monumental thank you to Australian based Andrew Wardle who set up the SP website many years ago. It 
was Andrew who first ‘received’ the wanted request from the Antiques Roadshow producers that brought the SP full 
square onto our screens. The SP featured was that owned by the late Alan Pegler and I remember that the film crew 
need to ‘tone down’ the highly polish chrome wire wheels with WD40 as the glare was too much for the cameras!   

Our stand at this years’ NEC Restoration Show will feature two SPs and we will be on a back-to-back stand with the 
DLOC. This show takes place on the 22 to 24 March, we are in Hall 3 stand 420.  There is an offer code for tickets on 
the Saturday and Sunday, which is PCCCRS19.  Tel no: 0844 858 6578 usual service charges apply.  

Recently, the SP250 featured in a televised re-run of ‘Car S.O.S’ hosted by Fuzz Townshend, where Fuzz is asked to 
restore an SP than had been languishing in a barn for some time. The ever charismatic David Manners is put to the test, 
and is able to identify all parts that Fuzz requires.. Many may recall that Fuzz himself was an owner of an SP and his 
companion in those days was his drum wedged in the passenger seat! You may be able to watch the episode on a 
‘catch up’ service. 

Positive news out of the European Parliament for a change, legislation that aims to protect European motorsports from 
potential devastating mandated insurance requirements passed the most important series of votes that prevents absurd 
overregulation. Its purpose being to ease tentions in the Motorsport community over the ‘Vnuk’ case.	
www.weightmans.com/insights/the-implications-of-the-vnuk-case/  . This was when the European Court of Justice 
ruled that all forms of motorised transport on both public and private property were to be subject to compulsory 
insurance. If the Vnuk judgement were implemented it would wipe out all forms of motorsport in the EU. No doubt 
much pressure was brought to bear both by the French and Germans who have much vested interests such as Le Mans 
and the Nürburgring. This ruling will no doubt help the recent compulsory insurance of all exhibits at static shows 
such as the NEC.  

2th Feb 2019  
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Well, with this ruling uppermost in our minds, we are off to the SPA Classic 17th to 19th May. If you care to give the 
SP an airing do please make contact and details will be sent. It will be more an amble that a trash to the SPA circuit.  

Can you believe it? Not one, not two but three Bugattis have been ‘hiding’ in a barn in Belgian for more than 60 years. 
This is the stuff of dreams and expected to fetch more that £1m when they come up for auction shorty. I must say it’s a 
dream that back in the 1980s we sought when we too went hunting in a barn or more to be precise a quarry while 
travelling up in convey with a number of other SPs on one of our continental trips. On that occasion we ‘found a 
Hispano Suiza, well, we didn’t find it actually we were shown it together with an amazing collection of vehicles  

Last year saw a record bid of $929,000 on motorcycle! – a Vincent Black Lighting. Mind you not just any old Black 
Lighting but the one that Jack Ehert of Australia set a two-wheeled land speed record of 141.5 mph back in 1953. 
   
The 60th Anniversary Rally gathersmomentum, a dinner is being held at the St.John’s Hotel on Friday 14 June whilst 
the rally itself is being held at Ragley Hall the following day, Saturday 15 June. It’s hope more than 300 SPs will take 
part and make this the largest gathering ever. If you have mislaid your booking form then please contact Glyn 
glynovery@talktalk.net and he will send details to you.   

And Finally……. 

Not raced or rallied………………This last weekend 
One careful owner………………..No idea about the other eight 

  
After last month’s chat on Classic Car dealer speak, the following photograph ‘popped up’ on eBay. 

                                              Mathew Waterhouse’s SP bought on the basis on one careful owner! 
                                

                                                         

!  
        

                                                              Now rack your brains, as Mathew would like to know, ‘Where and when’?                                                                                                                                                              

With Kind Regards 

    Laurence & Ann 

Thought	for	the	day:	-	High	heels	were	invented	by	a	woman	who	had	been	kissed	on	the	head!		
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