
    

Dear SP Owner,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 

The next meeting is Wednesday 5th June 

We finally celebrate this month the 60th anniversary of the SP, which follows on from the DLOC’s national rally being 
held at Peebles, Scotland.  After which a number of SPs will travel south via the Lake District and the Peak District 
then onward to arrive at St. John’s Hotel in Solihull by Friday 14th.  The hotel itself is fully subscribed and no doubt 
later in the evening the car park will be over flowing with SPs, however there may be space at the dinner.  

The following day, Saturday 15th June is the Rally itself based at Ragley Hall, the ancestral seat of the Hertford family.   
https://www.ragley.co.uk/  Ragley Hall (B49 5NJ) lies some 8 miles distant from historic Stratford-on-Avon, home of 
that English bard, William Shakespeare. It’s hoped that over 250 SPs will arrive to take part, there are various 
continental owners coming over from Holland, Germany, Switzerland together with those that fly in albeit without 
their cars. 

There are a number of anniversaries this year besides the SP,  including the 60th of the Daimler Majestic Major again 
designed by the team of Edward Turner, and his pencil – the talented ‘Jack’ Wickes, and the iconic ‘Mini’ designed by 
Sir Alec Issigonis together with the centenary of the Bentley Motor Car. However, all these anniversaries are 
overshadowing ‘the backbone of England’ the Mighty M1 on which the motorcar is today dependant. This itself was a 
feat in engineering linking Leeds and London, was conceived back in 1949, its construction took some 19 months and 
was completed in Nov 1959 within its budget of £16m! and on schedule! This just as the SP250 and Majestic Major 
were being showcased on the Daimler stand at the Earls Court Motor Show. 

It wasn’t long before the SP was being ‘tested’ to its maximum on this new highway that cut its path though the 
English countryside. Another interesting aspect there being no objections to its creation! What new major project today 
is within its timetable and budget? – most nowadays are two or three times budget and schedule!

We had an excellent time over at the SPA Classic event where a number of owners were able to ‘have-a-go’ on the 
track and later on Sunday we as a group were able to do a ‘parade’ lap as part of our 60th Anniversary celebrations. It 
was so successful that we will go again next year.  Unlike the LeMans Classic there is no overcrowding and the hotel 
that Alan Mason selected was an excellent choice for its ‘fine dining’ menus. So please contact Alan Mason on 
soaring.ace@btinternet.com if you wish to join next year. Alan has tentatively booked the entire hotel.

And now for a trip around the circuit:- 

First track lap, cut short by red flag

https://youtu.be/XIAXxobsC1o

Second track lap, cut short at end of lap

https://youtu.be/nwGnxG7xwAw

SP250 parade lap, watch out for Graham’s lines through some of the bends!

https://youtu.be/k4hnOi9cAaQ

It seems that the number plate recognition cameras were able to read my ‘historical number plates’ at the Dartford 
crossing as my account was debited with the due fee. I must ask a fellow member which style of plate he uses as his 
account doesn’t seemed to get debited. 
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I have mentioned previously that the New Zealand Motoring Magazine Classic Driver had written an exceptional 
eleven page article on the SP – the best coverage to date the ‘Dart’ has ever received.  Keith Humphries arranged to 
ship a limited number of copies to Ian Rowlandson of Victoria Australia who is bringing them to the rally. This has 
saved a significant cost as Ian is bringing them to the rally where we will hand them out.

The West Midlands section is off to a flying start with a number of meetings planned, do get in touch with either Mark 
Kershaw  on westmids@dloc.co.uk  or Jim Davis jimdavis99@live.co.uk and they will kept you in the loop.

The EV movement, an article in the press that Tesla is having to update its battery software because some of its models 
in China were bursting into flames spontaneously. We have long said that if the battery of these EVs were traumatized 
then they tended to catch fire and you cannot put the fire out because there is so much energy in these very large 
batteries. It now transpires that they do not even need to be in an accident but will combust while stationary. Tesla says 
it has updated its software but does not give any assurances that the problem is completely solved. In the meantime, 
why would you be in one of these machines, let alone buy one, when it is becoming more apparent that they might not 
be that safe.
                                     
Click this link to watch 35 firefights battling a Tesla on fire… 

                            …………. and you still want an EV!

Alan Mason and Tony Cartwright are in the throes of organising the next ‘Frankies’ Classic car day at Ford’s Dunton 
site just off the A127. Please come along in your SP and help with the marshalling - it’s a most worthwhile way to fund 
raise for St. Francis Hospice. Alan’s aim is to beat last years’ total of £24,000. This year’s event takes place on Sunday 
1st September.  https://www.sfh.org.uk/frankies-classic-car-fest

 The major Beaulieu autojumble weekend held on the 7th & 8th September is an adventure in itself!   

The Goodwood Revival meeting is being held on the 13th to 15th September, where a number of SPs are around. 
https://www.goodwood.com/motorsport/goodwood-revival/

Michael Gallagher has organised a stand again at this year’s Kop Hill Climb festival on the 21st & 22nd September, 
follow the link to book in.   https://www.kophillclimb.org.uk/ Last time we had a grand display and a great day out

And Finally……………… 

.

             Yours sincerely, 
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             Laurence and Ann

Thought for the day: “When a man opens a car door for a lady, it’s either a new car or a new wife” – Prince Phillip!
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