
 Birkenshaw. The Ridge, Little Baddow. Essex CM3 4SA 01245 226337 
laurence@birkenshaw.org  

     

Dear SP Owner,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
  

The next meeting is Wed 2nd October 

The NEC Classic Car Show  advance booking discount code for this year is  CC 3828 buy asap before the beginning 
of October to reap this offer, see and use:- https://www.necclassicmotorshow.com/tickets 

The Goodwood Revival this year certainly lived up to its namesake ‘Glorious’ with wall to wall sunshine and racing 
throughout. All-in-all a magnificent action backed weekend topped off with celebrations for the mighty Mini at sixty 
years old and also the 100 years of the birth of the Bentley Motors Company. To cap off the Mini festivities, there in 
the ‘Earls Court Motor Show’ an excellent recreation set for the ‘Italian Job’. I particularly thought the coach that left 
us all on tender hooks at the end of the 1969 film was an extraordinary period piece. People were queuing to get their 
photographs taken within. No doubt the coach is used nowadays for ‘Croker revival tours to Italy’? 

Mind you in a corner, the best place for it was a new electric BMW Mini. I found that most strange and out of place, in 
that the Goodwood Revival that worships a bygone era when the internal combustion engine held sway! But then I 
heard someone close by say “BMW owns Rolls-Royce and has its manufacturing plant here on the Goodwood estate 
and well money talks, doesn’t it?” Can you imagine in years to come people flocking to this south coast haven to hear 
the whine of electric motors?  Mind you I doubt if these electric cars make ‘old bones’.  

A recent survey by the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs (FBHVC) stated that there were some 1,241,863 
historic vehicles on their records. 

• That the average distance covered being 2,214 miles per annum.  
• We spent on average £1,489 per vehicle 
• 11.3m people think that historic vehicles should be exempt from restrictions of low and ultra-low emissions 

imposed on other vehicles. 
• 21m people view historical vehicles as an important part of the UK’s heritage  
• 5.1 m people are interested in owning a historical vehicle 

It seems therefore from these figures that a third of the populous, 21m people, have a positive approach to historical 
motoring (and I bet most were down at Goodwood! – LCJ)  

The survey also showed a most encouraging level of interest in owning a historic vehicle at 5.1m, the only downside 
was the younger generation do not identify with the challenges of owning such a vehicle, having been brought up with 
‘plug and analyse’ rather than hear and sort out the issue. Mind you what was seen as most encouraging were the 
11.3m saying no restriction in city centres? 

Mike and Hattie Gallagher hosted a crowded DLOC club stand at the recent Kop Hill festival at Princess Risborough 
Buckinghamshire. This event is a charity affair raising monies for the local communities. This was its tenth 
anniversary in this current revived existence. The ‘Hill’ was most famous some 100 years ago between 1910 and 1925 
when the ‘hill’ saw such famous names as Malcom Campbell and Court Zborowski ‘scorch’ up it.  If I recall some 15 
or so SPs together with a Barker Special sports and a V8 Saloon were parked ‘cheek by jowl’. This is a most jolly 
affair where one can pay a premium on the entrance price and have a ‘run up the hill’   . 

This coming weekend, 5th and 6th October sees classic car racing down at the picturesque Castle Combe race circuit 
http://autumnclassic.co.uk/   just off the M4 in Wilshire. The track itself is just on the outskirts of the historic town of 
Castle Combe itself, so make a long weekend of it and also explore this much converted area that is used in so many 
films and TV series https://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/towns-and-villages/castle-combe-p462723  

Bruce Burnett, a great advocate and hunter of SPs in Canada, is seen in this clip at North America’s biggest British car 
show hosted by the Toronto Triumph club. Bruce is seen at 2.51 in the 15 minute clip whilst at 8.47 and again at 14.10 
is a couple of Daimler drop head coupes the first is seen in white, the second in red. 

British Car Day 2019 Part 1 ( North America's Biggest British Car Show) 

  

29th Sept 2019 
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We all know that Jim Davies can charm the birds out 
of the trees; this time around he went one better as 
he attended the Atherstone Motor Show in 
Warwickshire recently. 

‘The show was opened by BTCC driver Jeff Smith 
accompanied by Mini racing driver Jo Polley.  They 
were tasked with choosing their favourite car at the 
show and when they came to see me I could tell they 
were interested.  I spoke to Jeff and told him a brief 
history of the car.  He asked if he could hear it 
running so I handed him the key and he jumped in 
and fired it up. Big smiles all round, then Jo asked if 
she could do the same.  She was smitten and said 
“sod the minis, I want one of these”!  She took out 
her phone and sat flipping the throttle whilst 
videoing the tacho and recording the sound. (see 
attached from her Twitter account).’ – Jim  

                            ……I’m not on Twitter - LCJ 
(Jim bring Jo along to the NEC) 

We will as usual have a stand at the NEC Classic Car 
Show November 8th to the 10th. We are in Hall 2 stand 725 in Jaguar alley. We will have 4 SPs and the Felday, the 
Daimler V8 engine single seater.  

Advance notice for those who which to participate at the SPA Classic next year.  Alan Mason is planning a return visit 
22 -25 May 2020:- http://walloniabelgiumtourism.co.uk/en-gb/content/spa-classic-car-rally-francorchamps 

Alan has pre-booked the same hotel and we have been given a larger parking area within the circuit so please log your 
interest with Alan on soaring.ace@btinternet.com  

And Finally………………  

‘In my enthusiasm, I considered that Rolls-Royce designs the ne plus ultra, until the Ford Motor Co in Britain 
was invited to manufacture the Merlin in the early days of the War. A number of Ford engineers arrived at Derby, 
and spent some months examining and familiarizing themselves with the drawings and manufacturing methods. 
One day their Chief Engineer appeared in Lovesey’s office, which I was then sharing, and said, ‘You know, we 
can’t make the Merlin to these drawings’. I replied loftily, ‘I suppose that is because the drawing tolerances are 
too difficult for you, and you can’t achieve the accuracy’.  

‘On the contrary’ he replied, ‘the tolerances are far too wide for us. We make motor cars far more accurately than 
this. Every part on our car engines has to be interchangeable with the same part on any other engine, and hence 
all parts have to be made with extreme accuracy, far closer than you use. That is the only way we can achieve 
mass production’.  

Lovesey joined in, ‘well what do you propose now?’ 

The reply was that Ford would have to redraw all of the Merlin drawings to their own standards, and this they 
did. It took a year or so, but was an enormous success, because, once the great Ford factory at Manchester started 
production, Merlins, came out like shelling peas at a rate of 400 per week. And very good engines they were too, 
yet never have I seen mention of this massive contribution which the British Ford company made to the build-up 
of our air forces.  

                                                                                           (no idea who the writer was - LCJ) 

       Yours sincerely,  

             Laurence and Ann 
                             Thought for the day:  Wise men learn more from fools than fools from the wise. 
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