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Dear SP Owner,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
The next meeting is ?? This is the June Newsletter 
Many may recall the nursey rhyme story of Henny Penney the chicken, that when the acorn fell on her head, 
she together with Foxy Loxy and a number of farmyard friends set off  in search of The King to tell him the 
Sky had fallen down……… 

….and so therefore we must journey in search for The King, as that iconic of all social classic car gatherings 
The Goodwood Revival has been cancelled, more than a calamity, it’s a tsunami. The Sky has indeed fallen 
down…. 

Quoting from the book of Revelations, “I am the Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and 
the End”, so it seems that Martin Buckley is doing so when writing about SPs in this month’s (July) Classic 
and Sports Car magazine. He pens a glowing report on the first, XHP 428 now back in the UK at the JDHT 
collection, and the last, ‘the 252’ LHP 307F,  now with Matt Pilkington who has kindly lent it to JDHT. The 
collection was hoping to showcase this year the designs of Sir William Lyons – he designed the 252.   

I took this snap shot on my iPhone while watching a 
repeat programme entitled Living Legends, which 
featured Sir Stirling Moss. I posed the question 
what programme is he watching to ‘Sherlock’ aka 
Edmund Waterhouse 

Edmund took the mantle to research the programme 
that Stirling was watching whilst recovering from 
that horrific accident that ended his ‘formal’ racing 
career at Goodwood in 1962.   No definitive answer 
found yet!  Clues: Only BBC and ITV (Associated-
Rediffusion or ATV) were the channels of the day. 
Over to you, dear reader. Edmund has narrowed 
down the dates from 2 June until 20 July 1962. I do 
think the SP is XHP 428 

This month marks the 50th anniversary of the tragic 
death of the New Zealand racing legend Bruce McLaren who died whilst testing a car of his own make and 
design on Goodwood’s Lavant Straight. Bruce McLaren, partnered with his great mate and fellow 
countryman Chris Amon, was a member of that iconic Ford GT 40 Team that crossed the line at 24 Hour Le 
Mans in the classic 1-2-3 formation in 1966.  His cars went on to dominate the US Cam-Am series. His 
name lives on with the McLaren racing and sports car concern, which today is very much a major force on 
the global racing circuits. Another legend in his lifetime.  https://www.goodwood.com/grr/race/
historic/2017/6/gallery-race-aces-honour-bruce-mclaren-in-1992-memorial-garden-opening/ 

We still live in hope that after the cancelled  Silverstone Classic and the Goodwood Revival  that by late 
summer, aspects of further social gatherings might be eased as, Mike Gallagher has organised a club stand at 
Kop Hill https://www.kophillclimb.org.uk/kop-hill-2020/ 19/20 September. The organisers have stated 
if cancelled all monies will be refunded. Stewart Amos, as soon as the lists opened, signed for a ‘dash’ at the 
hill. 
During this lockdown period, SP owners have been helping the pandemic cause in various fashions, one such 
is Hertfordshire based Barney Hatch (SPD 115) and his Company  Aqua Dynamics Ltd which has switched 
to making PPE equipment. http://www.aqua-dynamics.co.uk/  send Barney an email to see if you can help. 
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…… and want is a strange coincidence, John Bolden a former owner of SPD 115 is holding an Auction of 
Promises where he is raising money for charities that have lost out on funding due to the pandemic. Included 
in the auction are a couple of SP related items. Please get in touch with him on  
johnbolden12@btinternet.com to find out what’s available and help this worthy cause.  

Another downside besides the obvious in this pandemic is the casualty of that Gentleman’s bespoke car 
company Bristol, founded post WWII out of the old Bristol Airplane Company, which has now reached the 
end of its road and appears to have closed the garage doors. In days gone past if one bought a Bristol the 
company’s then owner, Anthony Crook, himself a noted race driver, would possibly fly one down to the 
Bristol site to see the car being hand built.  

Further news is that Williams Racing is searching for a fairy godmother after suffering a period of immense 
financial loses.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xncLiD3yRIs  It was Frank Williams’ racing team that 
gave us the famous 5 as in Nigel Mansell, who stormed to an F1 world championship win in 1992 and then 
backed that with the 1993 Indy series championship. More living legends. 

Wanted: (Still needed) A pair of America style front over-riders for XHP 438 the first and only DART now 
in the JDHT collection. These fitted to North American SPs and the first few UK cars. 
  
And finally……… the immortal words of Sir Michael Caine: 
                                                                                              “Hang on a minute, lads. I’ve got an idea” 

!  

                                                                                                                     Worth their weight in Gold! 

Yours sincerely,  

                     Laurence  and  Ann 

Thought for the day: The definition of an ethical poker player: One who having been dealt four 
aces from the pack decides to retain the other two up his sleeve! 
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